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[Photographs Tony Holden] 
This file includes [1] a personal comment [2] a list of publications in date order [3] a review by Tony Holden of Brian Frost ‘Pioneers of Social Passion – London’s cosmopolitan Methodism’ [Epworth 2006] and [4] Dennis Richards obituary and see http://www.brianfrostarchive.uk/ See also the Church Times Obituary by Canon Christopher Hall”  -  https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2020/31-january/gazette/obituaries/obituary-brian-frost
[1] Personal comment 
Of course we remember him especially as colleague and friend. We don’t recall our first meeting. But our first practical involvement was with London Entertains – Barbara through her community work and the Association of Faiths in the London Borough of Newham. Tony remembers him dancing with Barbara and Sian and Adam [aged say 5] in Trafalgar Square. Over these early years he had our son and daughter Adam and Sian to his place in Buckingham Gate and took them to cinema and such: and, of course, to further London Entertain events. We both met him at various times – St James Piccadilly stands out but also in homes to do with his fundraising. He stayed with us, as with so many others, was always a delightful friend. Brian worked as an activist and commentator on church and society. In this he combines his work as a writer, a lay advocate, a local preacher, a campaigner especially on Christian ecumenical relations and human rights. Brian writes about recent and current Christian attempts to work for the common good: and he majors on reconciliation, peace and forgiveness as well as meditations about the service and witness of Christians in a multi-faith world. Many who valued him met a year after his death in a zoom memorial service and it was this event which triggered me to reedit this material. 
Note - Before becoming freelance in 1990 he was [1] 1960-1986 Christian Aid first as Area Secretary for England south of the Thames and then as Area Secretary for Greater London after the GLC was formed [2] 1968-77 Notting Hill Ecumenical Centre, Director, later London Centre at St. James’s Piccadilly [3] 1978-81 General Secretary for the Churches' Council for Health and Healing (half-time) [4] founder of London Entertains, an annual multi-ethnic arts festival which began in the early 1980’s and had its finale at the Lambeth Conference of Bishops at Canterbury in 1988. [5] 1982-89 Director of the Forgiveness and Politics Study Project of the British Council of Churches, as one of its Associated Projects.
[2] List in date order 
We have complied this list of publications to gives some indication of the value and range of the work done over a lifetime. Where possible we have identified both date and publisher. Readers who want to further explore Brian’s writings can search their preferred online book seller for availability. Typically searches with both the exact title (“Politics of Peace”) and (“Frost”) to find on copies, for example, Amazon. For wider web searches try ‘Brian Frost writer’ and ‘Brian Frost Methodist.’
In 2013 Tony and Adam Holden worked in co-operation with Brian Frost at an initial list – this was in Brian’s preferred order namely in sections according to the type of publications. This list is in date order. 
1970 - 1972 - {Ed} with Derek Wensley - Celebration 1, 2, 3 on the Christian festivals: - ‘Celebration 1 Pentecost to All Saints including Harvest and Remembrance; Celebration 2 ‘Advent to Epiphany;’ Celebration 3 ‘Lent to Ascension.’ 
1971 - ‘Citizen Incognito – meditations on London’ with an Introduction by Bernard Braley, (Sheed and Ward). 
1972 - ‘Tension 1 and 2’ – scripts on specific themes for worship, study and as resources. The Galliard [later Stainer and Bell] sleeve of ‘Citizen Incognito’ has, “His interest in new forms of prayer and worship dates from the time he spent in the Christian Aid department of the British Council of Churches, and he has subsequently written many scripts for worship.” 
1973 - ‘The secular in the sacred - the multi-purpose use of church buildings,’ (Galliard). 
1974 - {Ed} with Rev Philip Spence ‘Pardon my prejudice - cartoons on race, (Galliard). 
1975 - {Ed} ‘The Tactics of Pressure – a survey of some British pressure groups,’ (Galliard). 
1976 - {Ed} with Leo Pyle ‘Dissent and Descent: essays on Methodism and Roman Catholicism,’ (Epworth Press). 
1979 - {Ed} ‘New Glory’ Worship book in the ‘Britain Today and Tomorrow’ series, (the British council of Churches). 
1980 - {Ed} ‘Your very Good Health,’ a directory of some 200 Health and Healing groups in Great Britain, with an Introduction by Drs Robert Runcie and Kenneth Greet, (The Churches’ Council for Health and Healing). 
1980 - ‘There’s a new age dawning – 26 songs for the future’ with Ian Harker, June Tillman [Boyce-Tillman] and friends (Published privately). 
1985 - ‘Living in tension between East and West - Essays on Methodism and Eastern Orthodoxy’ with an Introduction by Rev Dr Phillip Potter General Secretary World Council of Churches, (New World Publications). 
1985 - The Morning after Apartheid (formerly 1973 ‘There will be laughter’ poster-poems on South Africa), London Ecumenical Centre, (New World Publications). 
1986 - {Ed} with Dr Pauline Webb ‘Celebrating Friendship’ an anthology on the theme, (Epworth Press).  
1986 - ‘Glastonbury Journey’ (Marjorie Milne's search for Reconciliation) with a Preface by Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, (Mowbrays / Becket). 
1990 - {Ed} ‘An unknown Glastonbury Mystic – poetry, prose and prayers of Marjorie Milne’ with an Introduction by Dr Robert Runcie, (New World Publications). 
1990 - ‘Women and Forgiveness - Forgiveness in Politics in the lives of Una O’Higgins O’Malley and Sybil Phoenix MBE, OBE’ with a Preface by the Very Rev Michael Mayne and an Introduction by Dr Una Kroll. “The story of two women who have been able to forgive - Sybil Phoenix, originally from Guyana whose work was almost ruined when the Moonshot Club for which she worked was burnt down; and Una O'Higgins O'Malley, daughter of the first Home Secretary in an Irish cabinet, who forgave those who murdered her father and worked for reconciliation between the two parts of Ireland,” (Collins/ Fount).
1991 - ‘The Politics of Peace’ Preface by Archbishop Desmond Tutu and a Theological Introduction by Professor Donald Shriver, (President of Union Theological Seminary New York, (Darton, Longman and Todd).
1993 - {Ed} ‘Soperisms’, with a Biographical sketch of Lord Soper by Dr Gordon Wakefield, (New World Publications). 
1996 - ‘Goodwill on Fire: Donald Soper's Life and Mission’, (Hodder and Stoughton). 
1997 - {Ed} ‘Vintage Soper, God, Faith and Society,’ (Hodder and Stoughton). 
1998 - ‘Struggling to Forgive - Nelson Mandela and South Africa’s search for Reconciliation’ with a Preface by Mary Robinson (the United Nations' Commissioner for Human Rights), (Harper/ Collins).
2001 - ‘Prayers of Darkness and Light’ with a Preface by Lord David Sheppard of Liverpool and Drawings by Dennis Richards, (New World Publications). 
2002 - ‘Poems of Grief and Glory,’ (New World Publications). 
2003 - ‘Celebration of the centenary of Lord Soper’s birth,’ see the ICN item at http://www.indcatholicnews.com/news.php?viewStory=13067   
2004 - ‘Nine explorations and poems,’ which includes the 1970’s ‘Prayer and the daily struggle’ (Published privately). 
2005 - ‘A plea for green discipleship’ – for an extract from, ‘Signs of the Times’ No. 16 Jan 2005 ‘Modern Church’ and a photograph of Brian Frost see http://www.modernchurch.org.uk/publications/st/jan2005/5.htm  
2006 – [see TH review below] ‘Pioneers of Social Passion - London's Cosmopolitan Methodism’ co-authored with Rev Dr Stuart Jordan, Foreword by Archbishop John Sentamu - Google takes you to our website review] - My review had 1] it is an accomplished record 2] it understands London 3] it identifies some of the key issues 4] it values our past 5] it monitors significant change, (Epworth Press). 
2007 - Poems ‘Carnival,’ (Published privately).
2008 - Poems ‘See a world in a grain of sand’ (Published privately). 
2008 - 2013 – he contributed many times to our THBH ‘recommend a book email project’. 
2009 - August ‘26 songs of transfiguration’ with June Boyce-Tillman, Ian Harker and friends, the most recent of songbooks, (New World Publications). 
2009 - Poems ‘Planet earth’ (Published privately). 
2012 - ‘Christmas with Charles Wesley’ is a recent example of a worship script – New Room, Bristol available from mariston05@googlemail.com  
2013 - ‘Let the Spirit move – prayers, songs and poems for contemporary disciples’ with a commendation by the Rev Dr. Kenneth Greet (Published privately]. 
2013 08 - ‘The importance of forgiveness in peace-making’ (originally given as a talk for the Fellowship of Reconciliation April 2013 published in the Fellowship of Reconciliation magazine ‘Peace by Peace’ summer - autumn 2013) – available from office@for.org.uk or 01865 250 781. 
2016 - He was always disappointed that his book on Westminster Central Hall never materialized as the third in his trilogy of Donald Soper, ‘Pioneers of Social Passion - London's Cosmopolitan Method’, and Westminster Central Hall. 
2019 Dennis Richards who writes the obituary is the co-editor with Brian Frost of ‘Jesus and the Transfiguration of Life: An Ecumenical Exploration’ (unpublished). 
[3] Tony Holden review 2006 of Brian Frost ‘Pioneers of Social Passion – London’s cosmopolitan Methodism’ Epworth 2006 
If you want to know what I, and many others, got up to in our work for the Methodist Church in London then Brian’s book gives a good account both of the history and the updating of that history. Although the social passion is seen through Methodist experience the story has much wider appeal. When I reviewed it more formally [see below] I said it’s a good read because it is an accomplished record; understands London; identifies some of the key issues; values our past; and it monitors significant change.
This book is a good read: the title accurately states the theme. It’s been published at the start of the new London Methodist District to which Loughton Methodist Church and Forest Circuit belong [as do we]. The book uses detailed research and is doubly reflective both in Brian Frosts’ narrative and Stuart Jordan’s contribution. To declare an interest: I know Brian Frost as a friend and some of my past work is included. 
It’s a good read because
[1] It’s an accomplished record – It is important that this work wasn’t simply lost or left inaccessible in some archive. Since information is power [as the Google executive said at the Tory Party Conference!] history is also to do with power: not least who is included and who is excluded.
[2] It understands London – London is important because of its population size relative to the other United Kingdom cities; its continually growing diversity; its function as a world-class city within an increasingly urban world; and as an arena and market-place for wealth and poverty.
[3] It identifies some of the key issues – The title, in using ‘social passion,’ carefully avoids the conflicts between Christians [and indeed all faiths] about the social gospel over against evangelism. The book reflects on its themes of urban missioners, social providers, community builders and public advocates. The time-frame is from Wesley [1703-1791] through the lives of the chosen pioneers up to the present: well-known for examples include London Missions, NCH [Action for children], AVEC and MELRAW. 
[4] It values our past – It is not easy to evaluate the contribution of the Methodist Church to the United Kingdom society at a time when there is such serious church decline. It is no doubt all too easy to underrate achievements during the past 200 years. But Brian Frost strongly argues that the Methodist Church’s contribution over these years was both serious and to be valued.
[5] It monitors significant change – If ‘social passion’ is a model of significant change then it has to be assessed not solely by impact and outcome but also on the basis of values. The ‘9/11 attacks’ are examples of an action of high but destructive significance. What is recorded here is action that is based on high moral values: these are Gospel-led, for the common-good, especially for the poor and disadvantaged and non-violent. There’s no doubt that London and our world will go on changing [not least for us with the 2012 Olympics]. Nor is there any doubt that there is much that threatens. Three questions persist for me – 

What’s to be learnt of success and failure from these faith and voluntary-sector examples and how can the analysis be used in future action?

What are the key issues of ‘social passion’ that all people who care for the ‘common good’ might work in the period to the Olympics in east London in 2012?

What contribution might religion or the Christian churches or the Methodist Church make in this world of contesting values and contesting violent power?
[4] Dennis Richards Obituary to the Methodist Recorder

Brian Frost died on 4 December 2019, aged 84. He was the only child of William and Ivy Frost, an engineer in the local bus garage and a housewife in Reigate in Surrey.  Though not particularly religious, they had Brian baptised and confirmed in the Church of England.  Brian’s grandmother Gertrude was a strong Christian and encouraged the young Brian’s faith. He was also influenced by the Curate of St Luke’s Church, Reigate, the Revd Hubert Brasier (father of Theresa May) whose passioned sermon on South Africa first sparked Brian’s long interest in the country.
Brian attended Reigate Grammar School before national service in the Royal Army Medical Corps in 1953 to 1955; whilst there he was introduced to Methodism.
Oxford followed with Brian being admitted to Pembroke College to read English. 1958 saw Brian graduate, become admitted as a local preacher and follow the call to the Methodist ministry, going to Headingley Theological College Leeds. However, after a year Brian concluded his calling lay elsewhere and embarked on a very creative ministry as a layperson.
During World Refugee Year, 1960, Brian joined Christian Aid as an Area Secretary for England.  He later became Area Secretary for Greater London. In 1965 he commissioned Sydney Carter to write a new hymn. The result, When I Needed a Neighbour, appeared on an illustrated leaflet published by Christian Aid in 1966 used in a beat and folk festival Trafalgar Square attended by 28,000 people. 
From 1968 to 1987 he was director of the Notting Hill Ecumenical Centre which became the London Ecumenical Centre when it moved to St James’s Church, Piccadilly. For Brian ecumenical always meant inclusive in the broadest sense as he sought to involve social workers, police and youth workers as well as the church in London’s problems and issues. In 1969 the World Council of Churches sponsored a consultation on Racism, hosted by Brian in Notting Hill, at which their influential Programme to Combat Racism was first proposed.
Brian had a great gift in bringing people together. In 1973 he helped to launch That’s the Spirit, a festival of worship in 50 London venues, culminating in a televised eucharist in Trafalgar Square attended by over 1,000 worshippers. This same skill enabled him to found the multi-cultural arts festival London Entertains which ended at the Anglican Lambeth Conference of 1988.
Also in 1973, he visited South Africa at the invitation of Beyers Naudé’s Christian Fellowship Trust.  Rather than keep a diary which could be seized by the authorities he wrote poems, later published as Morning After Apartheid. Brian was to make another visit to South Africa in 1995 after Apartheid was over and wrote Struggling to Forgive about developments there.
Forgiveness was a major theme in Brian’s work. He was Director of the British Council of Churches Forgiveness and Politics Study Project from 1982 to 1989. This produced a number of case-studies on the subject of peace and reconciliation between communities: the theme was developed in The Politics of Peace and Women and Forgiveness.
Brian enjoyed being a Methodist and a life-long Anglican. He was a frequent guest preacher at St James’s Piccadilly when he lived in London and attended mid-week services at St Luke’s, Reigate when he lived in Surrey. 
His passion for Methodism was clear in his encouragement of many lay preachers and in his writings.  These include his pioneering book on Methodism and Eastern Orthodoxy, Living in Tension between East and West.  His trilogy on London Methodism began with his Lord Soper biography, Goodwill on Fire and two shorter books on Donald Soper’s wit and wisdom. He wrote Pioneers of Social Passion - London's Cosmopolitan Methodism with Dr Stuart Jordan and promoted it throughout the new London Methodist District. He also wrote a centenary history of Westminster Methodist Central Hall in 2011 (as yet, unpublished).
Running throughout his life and career was the belief that Christians are to be fully immersed in the world with all its joys, sorrows and challenges as co-creators of the kingdom of God. He wrote about “the daily struggle of looking for and being found by God in Christ who shares life in the Spirit, but can never be grasped, controlled, sewn up in any ideology, interpretation that is final, or understood in totality”. In this way he found God in the arts, politics and human relationships. 
His rich prayer life embraced world leaders, friends and fellow church members as well as the strangers he met. He saw the potential in people and inspired them to live up to it. He was a prolific poet and often sent people a poem written specially for them.
Brian never married and left no children. Instead he leaves many friends around the world who have been deeply touched by his love, his wisdom and his humour. 
